
 
 

   
 
NEWS RELEASE 
 
Mt. Poso Cogeneration Plant Celebrates Clean Energy, Green Jobs 

After Conversion to 100% Renewable Biomass Fuel 
 
BAKERSFIELD, CA (May 30, 2012) – California energy officials today celebrated the 
successful conversion of the Mt. Poso Cogeneration Plant to run 100 percent on biomass fuel 
instead of coal, delivering 44 megawatts of clean, renewable energy to the California grid.  
 
“Mt. Poso is a perfect example of how to use local, renewable fuel sources to create green jobs 
and clean energy,” California Public Utilities Commissioner Timothy Alan Simon said in a 
message read to the crowd at the plant for the ceremony by his senior energy advisor, Bishu 
Chattersjee. “This facility delivers the promise of California’s clean energy policies.” 
 
The Mt. Poso plant, 25 miles northeast of Bakersfield, is owned by Mt. Poso Cogeneration 
Company LLC, a 50-50 partnership of DTE Energy Services and Macpherson Energy Corp. 
Today’s celebration featured speeches dedicating the new green facility by Bakersfield Mayor 
Harvey Hall, Kern County Employers’ Training Resource Director Verna Lewis, and other 
leaders, as well as plant tours for guests and a “Mt. Poso Is All Green!” cake. 
 
“This project really benefits the entire Bakersfield area,” said Mayor Hall. “We support creating 
new green jobs and improving air quality by reducing emissions, which is exactly what Mt. 
Poso’s conversion has done. Also, they’re using millions of pounds of wood waste that would 
otherwise be burned in fields or rot in landfills. Other governments around the country can learn 
a lot from what we’re doing here in Kern County.” 
 
“This is a great day – we created jobs, reduced emissions, and are delivering clean renewable 
electricity to the community on a long-term basis,” said Donald Macpherson, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Macpherson Energy.  “The new Mt. Poso biomass plant is good for 
the local economy and good for the environment.” 
 
By making a significant investment to convert the Mt. Poso plant, DTE Energy Services and 
Macpherson Energy preserved 30 jobs and created eight new jobs at the facility, as well as 
creating 90 local jobs during construction and an estimated 100 long term jobs at local firms 
supplying biomass fuel and providing maintenance and other services to the plant. The 
renewable energy power plant now operates solely on biomass fuel, primarily urban and 
agricultural wood waste.  Before the 15-month conversion, it had run for 20-plus years on coal.  



 
“We are excited to say Mt. Poso generates clean power 24/7,” said Steve Sorrentino, Vice 
President, DTEES.  “The conversion to biomass energy advances DTE Energy’s commitment to 
green energy and ensures a reliable source of energy with state-of-the-art technologies to 
preserve the environment. Our company is very interested in renewable energy and in particular 
biomass. California is a great place with a lot of biofuel available, such as agricultural waste and 
urban wood waste that we can recycle and convert into clean renewal power. Using local wood 
waste for fuel is so much better than using coal from hundreds or thousands of miles away.” 
 
The conversion project at Mt. Poso began in November 2010 and was completed in Spring 2012. 
 
Mt. Poso is a cogeneration power plant, utilizing steam from the power plant to enhance 
production in a nearby oil field and using water from the oil field to generate steam for the power 
plant.  Macpherson Energy’s wholly owned subsidiary Macpherson Operating Company 
operates the West Mt. Poso Oil Field, which supplies the water for the cogeneration plant.  The 
water is heated by burning biomass in a boiler to produce steam, which drives a turbine generator 
unit that in turn produces electricity.  An affiliate of DTEES operates the power plant.  

Macpherson Energy, which has been an owner of the facility since 1987, increased its ownership 
interest in 2010 as it and DTEES bought previous partners’ interests.  DTEES and Macpherson 
Energy are equal owners of Mt. Poso.  The Mt. Poso plant has a long term agreement to sell 
renewable energy to Pacific Gas and Electric Company.  The plant will help PG&E meet 
California’s 33-percent renewable power requirement.   
 
The project benefitted from the New Markets Tax Credits program, established in 2000 to 
encourage investment in low-income areas.  “The use of New Markets Tax Credits was critical in 
helping this innovative project meet its full potential,” said Jim Howard, President of DV 
Community Investment, the community development entity that provided an allocation of New 
Markets Tax Credit to the project.  “The DV Community Investment team is excited to be part of 
the conversion of this facility, which is providing many positive community impacts in the 
greater Kern County area.” 
 
JPMorgan Chase provided the tax credit investment for the transaction.   
 
The wood used to fuel the power plant comes from construction waste, tree trimmings, and 
agricultural sources.  The woody-biomass fueled power plant reduces emissions compared to the 
previous coal-fired facility.  The plant staff has become DTEES employees while oil field 
employees continue to be employed by Macpherson Operating Company.  
 
“Investing in energy is investing in America’s future,” Macpherson said.  “Developing 
California’s oil reserves reduces reliance on foreign oil imports and maintains domestic jobs.  
Investing in renewable energy sources is a logical expansion of this strategy. I firmly believe that 
we should invest in all forms of energy -- traditional and alternative.”   
 
 
Macpherson Energy Company and its subsidiary Macpherson Oil Company are growing, 
integrated energy providers headquartered in Santa Monica, CA, with principal oil and gas 
operations in Kern County, CA, and in Alabama.  Macpherson Oil Company is the eighth largest 
onshore oil producer in California.  The company and its employees contribute $160 million to 



the economy in royalty payments, payroll, taxes, and contracts with local vendors.  More 
information is available at www.macphersonenergy.com 
 
DTEES, headquartered in Ann Arbor, Mich., acquires, develops, builds, owns and operates 
projects for large, energy-intensive industrial customers.  The company is a subsidiary of DTE 
Energy Company (NYSE: DTE), a diversified energy company involved in the development and 
management of energy-related businesses and services nationwide, with operations in 26 states.  
More information is available at www.dtees.com.   
 
Macpherson media contact: Dave Hyams, Solem & Associates, 415-260-9159  

DTE Energy media contacts: John Austerberry, 313-235-8859, or Len Singer, 313-235-8809 


